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REFUGEE WEEK 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.53 pm]: This week is Refugee Week. The week includes 20 June, 
World Refugee Day. As policymakers, it is important that we recognise the contribution to our thriving economy 
and society from Australians from a refugee background. People of note who come to mind are Frank Lowy; 
Anh Do; Tan Le; last year’s Young Australian of the Year, Akram Azimi; and Wanneroo councillor 
Ahn Truong, to name but a few. I commend the excellent work of the community in the Mirrabooka electorate in 
highlighting the positive impact of Australians from a refugee background. In particular, I note the forum and 
celebration of Afghan refugees to be held today at the multicultural centre at the Herb Graham Recreation 
Centre. I acknowledge the leadership taken by Wahida Samim of the Perth Multicultural Organisation and 
Eva Mwakichako, the City of Stirling multicultural project officer, in organising today’s events. I am sad that 
I could not attend, given parliamentary commitments. I am reliably told that the presenters will reveal personal 
stories of the risks they took to flee from mortal danger. After escaping from repressive regimes that persecute 
minorities and dissenters, the speakers will express their gratitude for the opportunity to live free of fear. They 
will speak honestly of their need to seek passage to safety by boat because communities, such as the Hazara 
people, must flee from danger that even neighbouring countries such as Pakistan present. 

The theme for Refugee Week is “Restoring Hope”. Restoring hope is challenging in these troubling times of 
misinformation and demonisation of people seeking refuge and asylum from persecution. It is a sad indictment 
on our democracy that compassion is seen as a weakness and people seeking protection are punished, such as the 
young Tamil man who recently self-immolated because he was convinced that it was better to die in Australia 
than be killed in Sri Lanka. 
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